By palpation of the head at the pelvic brim, we can find out how much of the head is to be felt above the pelvic cavity, whether it is one-fourth, one-half or three-fourths, the rest of it at the same time being naturally in the cavity. When only one-fourth is felt above, the anterior shoulder is at the height of 2 inches from the pubis and the head has descended up to the ischial spines, and the greatest circumference of the head is in the pelvis. When half is made out above, the anterior shoulder is 3 inches from the pubis and the head has reached the mid-plane, and its greatest circumference is at the brim. When three-fourths of the head is distinguished above the brim, the anterior shoulder measures 4 inches from the top of the pubis and the head is just entering the pelvis, the greatest circumference being naturally above the brim. When not entering the brim, the whole head is free above it and can be readily moved from side to side. The anterior shoulder is then from 4^-to 5 inches high. The head is, under the circumstances, also said to be floating. When in this condition, it is to be seen whether it can be made to enter the pelvis. 
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As the patient is placed with thighs flexed on the abdomen, the abdominal muscles are relaxed, and they allow of the head being readily felt. Furthermore, the pelvis, which, when a person stands, becomes tilted downwards and forwards, has its inclination reduced, when she lies on her back and her thighs are bent on the abdomen, its brim thereby coming to look upwards. With this the head is brought in a line with the middle of the pelvic brim, thus enabling it easily to occupy the inlet.
This mode of examination possesses certain advantages which are set forth below.
(1) The examination can be carried out readily at the outdoor or consultation rooms without much preparation of, or any inconvenience to, the patient.
(2) There is no need to introduce fingers into the vagina, thus creating no occasion to introduce sepsis. 
